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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The indicated allowability of the pending claims is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Cook (4,746,263). Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) 
follow. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 28, 36, and 54 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 28, line 2, "a center" should be -the center-; 

Claim 36, line 3, "said path" should be -a path-; 
Claim 54, line 1, "axle a" should be -axle and a-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 45 is not clearly understood since the phrase, "the bumper member", could refer to 
either the "first bumper member" or the "second bumper member". Based on applicant's 
disclosure, the examiner has read the phrase as "the first bumper member". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entided to a patent unless — 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-6, 25-33, 35-37, 39, 40, 42-48, 51, 53, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.G 102(b) as 

being anticipated by Cook (4,746,263). 

Cook discloses a vehicle (10) having a moveable bumper arrangement. Figures 1-3 show the 
moveable bumper arrangement having an elongated bumper member (18), an end bumper 
member (24), and a mechanism (22,38,94) coupled to the end bumper member (24) that 
allows substantially translational movement of the end bumper member (24) with respect to 
the elongated bumper member (18) from a first position (Figure 1) at an end of the 
elongated bumper member (18) to a second position (Figure 2) that is spaced apart from the 
elongated bumper member (18). In reference to claims 2 and 4, the mechanism (22,38,94) 
allows the end bumper member (24) to rotate with respect to the end bumper unit (18) when 
the two members are spaced apart, as seen in Figure 3. In reference to claims 3, 28, 30, 42, 
43, and 51, the end bumper member (24) is detachably connected to the elongated bumper 
member (18) by the latch mechanism (34,36) in the first position. The end bumper member 
(24) must be moved to the second position after uncoupling the latch mechanism to detach 
the end bumper member (24) from the elongated bumper member (18). In reference to 
claims 5, 29, 39, 46, and 47, the detachable connection includes a recess in latch (34), as seen 
in Figure 3, and a latching projection (36) that is accepted into the recess when latching the 
end bumper member (24) to the elongated bumper member (18). In reference to claims 6, 
35, and 48, the end bumper member (24) can be simultaneously rotated and moved linearly 
with respect to the elongated bumper member when the bumper members are detached. In 
reference to claims 25, 53, and 54, the mechanism (22,38,76,94) is supported by a vehicle 
component (20). The end bumper member is connected to the vehicle by the mechanism 
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that allows translational and rotational movement The end bumper member must be 
separated by translational movement, parallel to the axle of the wheels, before the end 
bumper can pivot about the end of element (22) due to the design mechanism. In reference 
to claims 27 and 45, a clamp (114) clamps the end bumper member in position. In reference 
to claim 31, the mechanism allows the end bumper member (24) to be rotated after the end 
bumper member (24) has been detached from the center bumper member (18). In reference 
to claim 32, the exterior surface of element (22) of the mechanism functions as a handle that 
allows movement of the end bumper member when the handle is moved. In reference to 
claim 33, the mechanism includes a first mechanism member (22) and a second mechanism 
member (38,76) that allows the first mechanism member (22) to slide and rotate with respect 
to the second mechanism member (38). In reference to claim 36, a pin (106) extends from 
the first mechanism member (22) and moves inside a slot (102) defined in the second 
mechanism member (38,76) to define a path of travel. In reference to claim 37, a first 
mechanism member (38) is attached to a vehicle component (20). A second mechanism 
member (22) is coupled to the first mechanism member (38) by a coupling that allows a path 
of travel with a linear portion and a rotational portion. An end bumper portion (24) is 
connected to the second mechanism member (22) such that it may slide and rotate with 
respect to the vehicle. The end bumper member (24) is detachably connected to a center 
bumper member (18). In reference to claim 40, the first bumper member (24) is pulled away 
from the second bumper member (18) before the first bumper member (24) is rotated with 
respect to the second bumper member (18). In reference to claim 44, the first bumper 
member (24) is rotated with respect to the second bumper member (18) after the two 
members have been detached. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 7-21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cook 
(4,746,263). 

Cook discloses the claimed moveable bumper arrangement In reference to claim 13, the 
bumper member (24) can be rotated about its longitudinal axis that is parallel to an axis of 
the wheel. However, Cook does not disclose the bumper arrangement being attached to the 
front end of a vehicle. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to attach the moveable bumper arrangement of Cook to the front end of a vehicle to 
increase the functionality of the vehicle by providing it with a hoist. 

9. Claims 22 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cook 
(4,746,263). 

Cook discloses the interior of element (76) of the second mechanism member being arcuate. 

However, Cook does not disclose the first mechanism member being arcuate. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

made to form the first mechanism member of Cook with a circular cross-section to simplify 

manufacturing. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Greg Blankenship whose telephone number is 571-272-6656. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the organi2ation where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

gab 

October 18, 2005 
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